On 28 March 1830, Mary Campbell, a young devout Scotts woman from Clydeside, during an act of communal prayer in her own home, spoke in 'an unknown tongue.'l Mary and those with her believed this to be a resurgence of the apostolic gift of tongues. During an assistantship, between 1828 and 1830, to Edward Irving at the Scots Kirk in Regent Square, London, Scott attempted to understand the true nature of the Church by going back to its origins in the first century. He was impressed by the early Church's living quality, one element of that life being its charismatic gifts.4 Up to this stage young Scott's theology had been characterised by a search for that which was vital and living and by a stress on the importance of experienced faith. In his first theological publication he had mourned the lifeless, 'palsied' state of the Church of his age and had longed for a Church of living men and women with the Spirit of God dwelling in and speaking by them.5 Scott now found in the early Church's charismatic gifts a sign of the spiritual dynamism for which he longed.
Scott was not alone in emphasising the Spirit, for certain pockets within the British Churches at this time were praying for 'an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.'6 But they were not looking for anything charismatic 
